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Roles of Instutions of the European Union


The European Union (EU) is an “international organization comprising 28 European countries and governing common economic, social, and security policies.”1 It has evolved from the European Coal and Steel Community (established in 1951) and the European Economic Community (1957), and is the most recent stage of the European integration process. European Union was created as a result of the Treaty on European Union (TEU), signed in 1992 in Maastricht, Netherlands. 


Today, the European Union is governed by seven decision-making bodies. These are the European Parliament, the European Council, the Council of the European Union, the European Commission, the Court of Justice of the European Union, the European Central Bank, and the Court of Auditors.  Each of these institutions holds different responsibilities and special roles within the Union, a closer look at which is presented below.


The legislative and executive branches of the EU involve three main institutions: the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union, and the European Commission. Respectively, they represent EU citizens, member states' governments, and interests of the EU as a whole. These three institutions work together, producing the policies and laws for the whole Union.2 


The European Commission is one of the main institutions of the Union, which represents its


1“European Union,” Encyclopedia Britannica, accessed November 1, 2014, http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/196399/European-Union-EU 

2“EU institutions and other bodies,” European Union website, accessed November 1, 2014 http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/index_en.htm 
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interest as a whole.3 “The Commission shall promote the general interest of the Union and take appropriate initiatives to that end, … ensure the application of the Treaties, and of measures adopted by the institutions pursuant to them, … oversee the application of Union law under the control of the Court of Justice of the European Union, … execute the budget and manage programmes, … exercise coordinating, executive and management functions, … ensure the Union’s achieving interinstitutional agreements.”4 It consists of 28 Commissioners, each assigned with a responsibility for specific policy areas for the term of 5 years.3 


The European Parliament is the only directly-elected institution in the European Union, which represents its citizens. As the consolidated version of the Treaty of the European Union states, “the members of the European Parliament shall be elected for a term of five years by direct

universal suffrage in a free and secret ballot.”5 The Parliament has three main roles: “debating and passing European laws, with the Council; scrutinising other EU institutions, particularly the Commission, to make sure they are working democratically; debating and adopting the EU's budget, with the Council.”6 As can be seen, the Parliament's role is tightly tied with the role of the Council.


The Council of the European Union is the EU's second main law-making institution. Its role is similar to the role of the Parliament. “The Council shall, jointly with the European Parliament, exercise legislative and budgetary functions. It shall carry out policy-making and coordinating functions as laid down in the Treaties.” 7 However, unlike the Parliament, it consists of national ministers, representing the Member States.



3“European Commission,” European Union website, accessed November 3, 2014, http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-commission/index_en.htm 
4Consolidated Versions of the Treaties on European Union, Article 17
5 Consolidated Versions of the Treaties on European Union, Article 14
6 “European Parliament,” European Union website, accessed November 5, 2014, http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-parliament/index_en.htm 
7 Consolidated Versions of the Treaties on European Union, Article 16
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The Council of the EU should not be confused with the European Council – another EU Institution which “brings together the heads of state or government of every EU country, theCommission President and the European Council President, who chairs the meetings.” 8 The 
European Council has no law-passing power. “The European Council shall provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development and shall define the general political directions and priorities thereof. It shall not exercise legislative functions.”9


The European Court of Justice represents the judicial branch among the European institutions. It interprets the EU laws and makes sure that they are applied the same way in all the Member States. “The Court of Justice of the European Union shall include the Court of Justice, the General Court and specialized courts. It shall ensure that in the interpretation and application of the Treaties the law is observed.”10


The European Central Bank (ECB) is responsible for keeping prices and the financial system of the European Union stable. It “manages the euro – the EU's single currency – and safeguards price stability in the EU.” 11


The European Court of Auditors as well deals with the economy of the EU. “Its role is to improve EU financial management and report on the use of public funds.”12 


The European Union includes far more institutions and bodies which ensure its proper functioning and have various roles and responsibilities. However, the seven listed here are the most crucial and important ones, governing and determining the course of the rest of the EU bodies.




8 “European Council,” European Union website, accessed Novemer 5, 2014, http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/european-council/index_en.htm 

9 Consolidated Versions of the Treaties on European Union, Article 15
10 Consolidated Versions of the Treaties on European Union, Article 19
11 “European Central Bank,” European Union website, accessed November 6, 2014, http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/ecb/index_en.htm 
12 “European Court of Auditors,” European Union website, accessed November 6, 2014, http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/court-auditors/index_en.htm 

